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' 
| My Lord, 

Was ſo much ſurpriſed to ſee a Letter appear - 

in Print in January laſt, Entituled, 4 Letter | 

writ by Mijn Heer Flagel Penſioner of Holland,#e 

| Mr. James Stewart Advocate,giving an account of the - 

Prince and Princeſs of Orange's thoughts concerning | 

| the Repeal of the Teſts, gnd of the Penal Laws ; that 

| reflefting on my own mceannels, with the tar dif- 


1 


ferent figure that your Lordſhip makes in the 
World, and withal conſidering the remoteneſs- 
of the occaſion given for that Letter, the high and 
{ render import of the matters therein treated, | 
with the obvious ſingularity of ſuch a fcrraign 
Interpoſition , beyohd all ordinaty Lines and 
Rules, I was, at firſt inclined to dil-believe mv” 
own CyCcs. 
True it is, that after my return into England i 
| Tuly laſt, I was ſo well farisfied witly what Fobſcrs 
| ved of his Majefties ſincere Intention , and fead® 
* Reſolution, to perfeCt the Serlement of our Re” 
| gions Liberty, by a Legal and Perpcruab 
\ bliſhment , C which I doubted not Wwoulgzes 
| tac late violent diftrations of theſe Kingde 
and in the end overcame that froward oppol 
on wiich remains in ſome Spirirs, too narrg 
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: (4) | 
ſuch a Bleſſing ) that I thought I could not, in | at 
. mylittle Sphere, co a picce of better Service both | pt 
to GOD and Man, than to contribute my {mal { fc 
endeavours, towards the advancing of {o goud a | h: 
Work, and particularly, towards rhe removing || b 
of ſom? miſtakes and jealouſies, which I knew to || rc 
be entertained in tholc parts that I had lefe. cf 
- For this end, having obtained leave to write || re 
toa private Friend , who I judged might have || fi 
opportunicy to repreſent any thing I could fay,.| 
to the beſt advantage, I diq*by ſeveral Letters || 
directed to him ( tor to your Lordſhip I neither | 
ſent nor directed any, as looking upon that to 
- be a thing nat only too preſumtuous, bur alſo 
moſt improper.and agatoſt which I was expr-ſly 
* cantioned )) ({ec}are in what a differeat poſture * 
Thad found things in theſe Kingdoms, from | 
whar I and others had believed them, while I 
. was in Hiland; and having intwo cf them eſpe- 
«cially, (the only Letters intended for commu- 
nication ) Jaid down for my ground his Majefti's 
Sincerity in all this aflair, evident nor only |. y 
his- Roval Word, but even demonſtrable by 
1ings themſelves, I proceeded to evince by a 
vw Arguracurs the Equity and Expediency of 
pealing both Zifts and Penzl Laws, and that 
ich a peculiar regard to the Prince and Princeſs of 
-anges interelt. 
Aud being grieved in my (c!t at the conſtlera- 
'n of their Highncfles Reluctancy to the thing 
| an 
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in | and Uneaſineſs abour it, eſpecially as to the Re- 
th } peal of the Teſt; and wiſhing, as | do ſtill, chat 
al { from the beginning they had complyed more 
a | heartily with his Majeſties pleaſure for: the eſta- 
18 || bliſhing of this Liberty, and that they would yer 
| relolye roconcur with him in it, or that art leaſt 
the obſtrution of their known Diflent might be 
te | removed ; Iadvenrured to add the beſt perſwa- 


_—_ 


_ — 


ve || fives I could think on for that effect ; defiring in 
y,.} the end that what ] had written ſhould be 1m- 
rs || parred to Friends, and chicfly to thoſe at the 


cr | Hrzue, ( whereot ] hope your Lordſhip is ſtill 
to | One. according to the honour you were pleaſed 
{o | toallow me while I was there) tor their morefull 
ly } Information and Satisfaftion- And this, to the 

| beſt of my remembrance, is the Sum and Sub- 
m | ſtance of all I wric on that occaſion. 

{ Tochis, afrer ſome waiting, I had my Friends 
e- | Ahſwer, telling me that he had conter'd with 
u- ' you upon the Subje&, and found that the Prince %? 
i's | had alicady declared himſelf in thele matters, *: 
y || and particularly to the Lord Albeville His Majeſties 
by | Envoy; and that He was not to be moved togo 
'a | any greater length in them than he had then ex» 
of ! preſt. That Anſwer having drawn from me 4 
at f Rerurn of ſome morecarneſt Expreſſions of my 
of } grict for ſogreat anunhappincſs, | reloly*d-to in, 

! fiſt no further. Only my Friend - infiquating 
'a- | thathe had {ti!] hopes rogeta more diſtin ; 
'g, | ſatisfying Anſwer from a betrer hand, ( tho wy 
nd A3 » 
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ont naming any perlon )I attended the iſſue: An | : 
accordingly about the beginning of November ( aldpy 
moſt three Months after my firſt Writing 5 heaf 
ſent me a Letter from your Lordſhip writ in Layrr 
tine, with an Engliſh Verſion. er 
ThoſeI received at London: And acknowledggy 
with all humility the ſingular Honour you wergry 
pleaſed todo me therein; which on any other ochff 
caſion I ſhould certainly have expreſſed my ſenſgy 
of, with all readirels, But fin{ing them to'byea, 
Letters direfly from your Lordfhip, ( ro whongol 
] had nor written ) and that they contained an achur 
count of their Highneſles thoughts, about the Rehhey 
peal of the Tefts and Penal Laws, { which I hadea 
not deſired) rogrther with your own Reaſoningyor, 
in juſtification thereof ; Both your publick Chagd + 
rafter, and the marters treated, moved me thad 
putthem immediately cut of my hands, in th{of 
moſt ſateand dutitul manner ; reſolving ratheyq1 
toreſer my ſelf to rhe knowledge that ſome per $ 
ſons had of my ways, for cleating the miſtak(,, , 
infinvarcd in the entry of your Letter, ( as it I haq,,p 
, prelumed to write to you , or for ſuch a purpoſehyr 
than to purſue with more noiſe an explication oþnd 

what Tchonghr would procced no further. . Y 
l my Friend avifing me, by the next Poſt aftefy 
| that which brought your ] ctter, that when yotjgr 
gave it to him, you told him you had given ho ye 
2opy or twoto Friends there; And my Ap, 
chen(tons ſuggeſting ihat a Letter, fo A bas 


| SS 
Cal, and accurately writ upon ſo ſlender ari occa- 
(alpn, might cither have a further proſpect, or ar 
) heaſt be further made ule of, I immediately re- 
1 Lahrned him anſwer, thar, tho | was confident yoa 

cre far from interpoling in his Majeties Aﬀairs 
edgdy cauſing any thing to be printed to his DiC. 
WereErvice, and no leſs aſſured, that you would nor 
r OChiffer lo obſcure a name as mine to beunneceſſa- 
ſenſ$ily heard of in {o great matters, yer | knew how 
oO dfeady ſome perſons in your Parts were tolay 
1Nold on any thing that might croſs his Majeſties 
1 achurpoſe,for the Eſtabliſhing of this Liberty ; And 
Reherctore I intreated him to uſe his utmoſt en- 
hadeayours fox the prevention thereof. And ac- 
1ngtordingly I had his return, that though he fear-' 
hatd you were no more maſter of the Copies you 
c thad given out; yetas to my private Letters, writ 
 thlofamiliarly and ingenuouſly to himlclt , he 
thefvould undoubtedly {ecure them. 
Pt} $o that truely whenlT firſt ſaw the printed Let- 
aKfer aboye mentioned, and perceived by the Im, 
reſin that it was done in Holland, l did not doubr 
ve but it was done without your Lordſhips privity, 
1 Oknd therefore laid it alide without once reading it. 
Ye Bur now that there is come abroad a new Print 
{ref your Lordſhips name, ( upon what provoca 
YORion 1 know not) which plainly affirms, ** That 
OUke yo were very earneſtly defired by me to write what 
\Þf* were the Prince and Princeſ: of Orange's thoreghts 


D * concerning the Repealing of the Teſt and Penal Laws 
| _ ark 
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* nd that it was intimated 10 you that theſe yreſſing 
& deſires were made by His Majeſties Kn,wledze and 
& Allowance ; I can no longcr forbear , for the 
Vindication of his Majeſtics Honour, and my 
own Duty, to crave leave to ſay , wichall ſub- 
miſfion, that the difference of this Account from 
what I have above repreſented, ( and which 1 am 
ſare it istrue in every point, muſt ot neceffity 
flow from ſome miſtake in the Report you have 
had of my Letters. For {ince I did not write any ſy 
Letrer toyour ſelf , and tharmy writing to my 
Friend was not out of any curiof1'y to know heir 
'Highneſſes thoughts about the Repealing of Pe-| 2? 
|. - nal Laws andTeſts, (which it is evident I already] 
| _ knew ſufficiently, and which had been, as you] P 
'- wellſay, before particularly ſignified to the Mar- tl 
qiſs of Albeville) Bur for a quite diffcrent pur-j P 
ſe, as I have before ingenuouſly repreſented it; p 


I 
be 
i 


et 
th 


- How could His Majeſtics Knowledge and Allow- 
*ance be ayouched by me for that which was not? 
. Ir is true, I find it {aid in one of mince, That wha 
1%. I write on the nineteenth of July, was writ not only with 
©.-. permiſſion, but according to his Majeſties minde ſuffici- 
ently expreſſed. And this may alſo have bcen elſe- 
where repeated in other terms. But its as true 
that the intent and mcaning of theſe words, wa 
4 only to inforce ſome arguments I had- uſed for, 
| Liberty , which my Friend inclined to think I ha 
roo confidently advanced ; and no waycs to al: 
{umeto my felt an Authority for writing _ 
really 


*# 


—— 
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nd ly neicher had writ,nor Catal to wrict. There 
the) Þcingnothing more certain than that, although ' 
my his Majeſty might have permitted me, as hedo- 
4 = _— others, to uſe my 1ile cndeayours for 
os vancingof his Seryice, yet it was never ei- 
am ber rhoughe by my felt, or moved to me by a- 
ficy}*Y other ro write to your Lordſhip, orto any 0+ / 
ave} her Perſon, either in his Majeſties name, (a pre- ©. * 
ny ſumption and indecency. which I cannot menti- * ' 
my| without bluſhing ) or in the name of any of 
heir) His Secretaries : And neither was there the leaſt 
pe.| necelicy ro inquire into their Highneſſes thoughts 
ady} 11 the aforeſaid matter, ſince hey were already ' 
tetly known , and to none more diltincny 1 & 
1x.) than to his Majefty himſelf, as my Letters dovery ,' 
Ur plainly ſuppoſe, | ad 
Secing thereforethat this laſt Print doth, in 
ſeyeral paſſages, initimate that your Letter ofthe ' 
fourth of November, was not only a true Letter, | 
| bur. publiſhed by your Order, ( tho I know not | . 
»itþ] why it ſhould infinuate , as if that Letter had 
Frei- been firſt Printed in Exgland)) and that any thing *# 
ſe) relating to me is manifeſtly extrinſick to the ' + 
-ue.| Point of the reality of your Letter ; I cannot but* * 
was) again in all — wiſh that- your Lordſhip vF 
fort Þad forborn to preſs ſo hard upon me, for juſti-".; 
had fying a publication which evidently was a pute * 
A of your own freechoice, and no doubr cal- 
culated for a far more different End than what : 
was by me intended, : * +4 
Bax 
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Bur fince 1 have acknowledged that you did , 
' * methe honourtco writ to/me, and that you now 
« ownthe printed Copy, to be the true Copy of 
' whatwas fo write , and thereby as it wete call 
me to conſider it more particularly ; I ſhall no 
longer decline the liberty you allow me , but | ' 
IM -freely explain my thoughts upon ir in all ſincert- | | 
M5 £ _ ſubmit them to your protound Judge- | | 
| ment ; Eſpecially,ſecivg it 1s in order to no other | | 
| Ends'than thoſe I fornitrly propoſed, and which | | 
| T am perlwaded Youapprovye as much asI do. | 
{' _ What you declare to be their Highneſles | 
{!.--choughts and opinion, concerning the Repeal of 
the Teft and Penal Lows, as it was not the Subject | 
ks of my buquity, 1013 15@boye the Sphere of my | 
"es Conhideration ; only ſecing They ſeem to be un- | 
t& derno ng So tall compliance with his - 
# Majefties Deſign \ "Except from their care of the 
| Security of the Proteſtant Religion, Tam not wich- F 
' 
4 
| 
: 


out hopes, thar, when they ſhall have conſidered 
his Mejefties no leſs expreſs Purpoſe for the Eſta» | 
bliſkmentof Liberty, (the only Secular Security ? 
and Advantage that GODS Religion reqfires ) 
than for the procuring of the aforeſaid RepQl in | 
orderto Mens juſt Relief, Their Highneſles ſe- | 
cond Thoughts may yer happily adyance, and 

, rjpenſo fair an Appearance. | 

Butthe Queſtion, as by me formerly ſtated, ' 
was preciſely, Whether «ll Proteſtant Diflenters 
ought nit to concur with His Majeſty, by contribut- | 
2 "yp; 1 
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ed, 
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ing 
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| very Natural Right of all Politick Bodies, who bave ever 


A 


bl 


| 


bling Roman Catholicks to enjoy Pwblick Truſts: 


" that any who cannot comply with thtir Conditions enght 


| thereof from all Publick Employments. And the Law for 
the Teſt being of this fort, you conclude that the Repe \ * 
of it wou'd take away all the Security of the Prot * 
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© ing their beft Endeavoxrs to haveehe Penal Laws : 
© matters of Religion and Conſcienct ebroputed, and th 


© preſent Liberty Legally Eftabliſhed and Fixt ; Anc 


© whether, if bis Majeſty ſhowld in Favour of bi Ro 
© man Catholick Subje&s think fit to make the abre 
© patihg of the Teft a condition of the eontinzance of biz 


© Grant of Liberty, He eught not in this alſo to bereadi- | 


© ly gratified, for ſo great a Favzxr, Now your A- 
greement as tothe entire Abrogation of all Pens} 
Coercive Laws is altogether becoming our found 
Judgement, and Chriſtian Charity. Your Hzfi- 
tation {cems to be about the Law of the Teſt ,' and 
choſe other Laws made for excluding Reman Ca- 
#bolicks from Publick Truſts , and ſecuring the 


Proteftant Religion ; to the Repeal whereot you > 


think no Proteſtent ca-in Conſcience conſent. And 
the Sum and Force of all your Reaſonings re- 
ſolves into this ; That the Laws for the Teſt and dife 
contain no Severities again|t them, ner import any wrong 


juſtly to complain of ; But that they were fairly made 
according to thCuſtom of all Chriſtian States, and #bt 


made Laws for the ſecuring the Publick, Eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion, and their own Safety , by excluding the Enemies 


{iaur Religion, endexpoſe tþe -ag to moſt cert 'n 


2 Danger. , 


3 )} 


Danger ; Becauſe All Governours do naturally favour 


' thoſe of their own Religion; and the way of Roman Ca- 


tholicks is ſo unequal towards Proteſtants , that is 


muſt be concluded that they would never agree with them 


in the Joynt- Adminiſtration of Publick, Trufts , but' 
would preſe His Majeſty in Conſcience untill they were 


poſſeſſed of All, even to the depriving Proteſtants of the! 
Support of the Law , and Proteftion of the Magiſtrate. 
So that on the one hand , it is indeed manifeſt 
' by the whole ſubſtance of your Diſcourſe, Thar, 


itthe Repeal of the Teſt and Admiſſion of Reman| | 


Catholicks ro Publick Employments do take away! 
all the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and cx- 
poſe it toRuin , then no true Proteſtant ought to! 
- Conſent toir + Buron the other hand it follows 
no leſsevidently , That if it can be ſhewed that 
the Proteſtant Religion may be ſufficiently ſecured 
without the Law of the Teſt, and moreover that: 
the Legal Eſtabliſhment of the preſent Liberry(a$ 
deſigned by his Majeſty) doth in all probability: 
- tend more to the Adyantage than prejudice off 
©rhe Proteſtant Religion ; then they both may , and! 
"ought to-do it. ; 
'- But becauſe the matters in hand do, above all 
"others , require a clear and ſound minde, free' 
from all prejudice and pre-poſlefſion; and are not. 
ro be determined by general Rules only and ab 
ſtrat Notions, but ought to be examined with a 
. . juſtexaQnels in all their Circumſtances : Before) 
Yeo any further, I muſt intreat you( in che firſt) 
| ' place) 


' 
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(13) 
place, ) to remember the ſolid RefleQtion you 
make in your Letter upon the Spirituality and 
Heavenlineſs of the Chriſtian Religion : Which 
Iame ſure, it duly conſidered and improved, 


' would not only convince others, as it doth 


you, of the ablurdity of all forcible and com- 
pulſory methods for its advancement , but alſo 
compoſe and ſweeten Mens minds, and thereby 
prepare them to a more clear underſtanding and 
equitable determination cf the point in Contro- 
ycrlic. 

That Faith and Obedience towards GOD 
( which are only fo far acceptable to him, ſo they 
pracced from a willing minde ) cannqt be con. 


| ſtrained, without an open mockery o: GOD, 


and violence to the rights of Men, is a plain di- 
ate of Reaſon, with all Times and Diſpenſa- 
tions have acknowledged. Buc more eſpecially 
that gentle Spirit of the Goſpel , which Chriſt (0 
often owns and recommends , and whoſe Cha- 
ratters are ſo viſible in all His own and His Apo 
ſtles praſtices, ſeems to carry the thing yer a 
greater length. I need not pur you in minde that. 
the Goſpel was not ſent ( as the Law) unto One, 
but unto all Nations ; that our LORD, by afler.. 
ting His Kingdom not to be of this World, doth 'Y 
not only aſſure to all Men their Civil Rights, ag : 
then by them poſleſſed, but in my Opinion re- 
moves its Adminiſtration furgher than iscoms- : 
monly ſuppoſed from all Secular Mixtyres 


An 
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And that GODS Choice of the Foollſhneſs aft 
and Weakneſs of Mcn for its Propagation1ul 
C delignedly- and expreſly to the greater com- Ad 
mendation of the power of his Grace ) doth ve+rth 
ry probably lupercede much of that humanethi 
Caution which men have thought fic, but never{be! 
- with any Succeſs, to add to his better Counſel;ſh; 
But undoubredly it any man (criouſly ponders;ne 
how the Goſpel at firſt ſer out, and how by itsR 
own pure and ſpirirual Weapons, without anyido 
a(litance of men's Laws, it proſpered, to the {ub-ha 
duing of the World ; and at the (ame time call'm 
ro mind thas certain Truth , That every thingigy 
; 1s beſt preſerved by the ſame Caules that produ-'na 
ced ic, He will hardly be induced to think that/yi 
theſe Excluſive Laws Laws, which you ſay are m 
now {o Cuſtomary in all Chriſtian Kingdoms 'C 
and States, are indeed fo neceſſary as is imagined{be 
for the Conſervation and Szcuricy of Religion. $3 
For my part, when I tefletÞ on plain matter of at 
. FaRt, viz. Thar when the Golpel did at firſt gerjdi 
footing in Citics or Kingdoms, and its Diſciples 
came afterwards to he perſecuted by the Govern-\p 
ment and Boy of the People , ſtill Pagan, ( ithn 
may be by Teſts as well as other Penal Laws ) tt 
they did not lay the ſtreſs of their Apologies up-k 
on the Truth of their Profeſſion ( which they tc 
knew their Perlecutors rejefed } bur only upon :t 
their Civil Rights and Liberties, as Men ; I can-;l 
not but think it yery unjuſtifiable for _ lame! 

. 'crlon 
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Perſons, or othersof the ſame Perſwaſion (when 
neſs afterwards grown more numerous and power- 
tion{ul } ro- retaliate the ſame dealing to their old 
om- Adyerſarics. But, not to prels too bard upon 
1 ve+theſe Excluding Laws. which I believe many, 
anethinking piouſly that Geds Gift deferyed their 
evcribeſt care, have introduced in great ſincerity ; I 
nſcl.;ſhall cnly add , that as it is evident they were 
dersnever any where crafted for the Pretervation of 
y itsReligion, until Religion had firſt prevailed and 
anyidone its greateſt work , So the beſt Ficefts they 
{ub4thaye ever produced, hayc always bcen, cuherto 
callimake Hypocritical Conyers, or elle to diſtin- 
1ingiguiſh, irritate, and unite into a Faftious Obſti- 
du-inacy, ſuch as in probability wculd ſooner have 
thatiyiclded ro a more equal and moderate T rear- 
are:ment. But the beſt of itis. That tho a Ruling 
oms Clergy , ( the worſt of Politicians ) have always 
nedibecen obſerved to be moſt froward'ro procure {uch 
ion. SanRions, Yet are they ſtill but Humane Laws 
r of fand Expedients , and therefore abſoJutely ar tlic 
getidiſpoſal of the ame Powers that made them, 


ples} Bur inthe next place, Since you hbave tkcen 
-rn-{pleaſed to interpole {o far in our Affairs, let me 


( it{now intreat you to enlarge your T houghts a little 
vs ) further upon our preſent Circumſtances. The 
up-\King is our Soveraign ; And his Majcſtics Per- 
hey Kwaſion and Religion , with what he hath al- 
pon .teady done, and may hereatter do, as alſo what 


an- he deſigns to haye done in Parliament touching 
| this, 


me | 
{on 


C 16 ) 


this Liberty > are {uficiently known: Nor are ' 


you alroget 


abouc it, and the Effefts they have produced 
within theſe Kingdoms, Now for my part, I 
heartily wiſh that the Chxrch of England had al- 
ways been as much Proteſtant as at prelent She pre- 
tends to be; that now, when ſhe hath leiſure, She 
maynoleſs zcalouſly mind and clcaveto her own 
Doctrine, and its ſincere Lovers, than ſometime 
we have {cen her violent for her Ceremonies, 
and angry at Men that werc not of her Faſhion , 
and, what eyer may be the iſſue of things, T hat 
all Proteſtant Diſſenters may always love her more 
C if more be poſlible ) for our agreement in Sub- 
ſtantials, than ſhe hath hated and perſecuted 
them for their diſagreement in Circumſtantials. 
But conſidering what opinion ſome Men have 
entertained about the good effects of theſe Penal 
Excluſive Laws, And, on the contrary, what 
Sufferings many Thouſands of Proteſtants have 
in all timeis undergone, and ſhould (till in all 
appearance have undergone by them, even to 
their utter undoing, if his Majfty had not graCi= 
ouſly vouchſafed ro hinder it ; And obſerving at 
the ſame time how improbable , or rather 1m- 
ſible, ir is that the Church of England , if in 
ower, ſhould either remain wichour thoſe Laws, 
or ſ{ufter thoſe Laws to remain without Executi- 
on ; I muſt hnmbly craye leaye to ſay, that for 
Pro- 


er a Stranger to the State of Religi- | 
on, the Parties who compoſe it, the Laws made 
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| Proteflant Diſſenters to negle@ the preſent oppor» 
\runity, and not to comply with his Majelties 
pleaſure to have them torally and for eyer abro- 
gated, 1s, in my opinion, ro better than to re- 
je& the Goodneſs of GOD, 8& to abandon them- 
{elves torheir Adverſaries. Ir hath been the fate 
of theſe Kingdoms fince the firſt beginning of our 
Retormation, that all Parrics, Popſt, Proteſtant, 
Prelate, Preibyterian, and Indepenrent allo, have in 
their ſeveral turns, both prattiled Perſecution, 
and repenfred their doing it : 4nd now of late 
when the laſt Scene was the blackeſt , and mens 
troubles were further highrened by rheir appre- 
henſtons of whzt was to come, It hath pleaſed 
God to raiie us up a Frince . Who tho he be of a- 
nother Perſwaſicn, and had ( as all thinking 
men muſt giant) che faireſt advaritage to pro» 
mote it,” by purſuing ovly thoſe methods which 
he found ready diſpoſed to h's hand ; yet hath 
been plcaſcd, our of his juſt ccn{1deration of the 
true Rights of GOD and Man, and his tender * 
and tarherly care of all his People, ro deliver us 
out of bondage, and introduce ns into a State of 
Chriſtian Liberty. This as it is his Majeſties pe- 
culiar glory, denied ro all his preder effors, ought 
the rather to be cloſed withal by his People. And 
(nrely weare not juſtly blam: ble, it neither rhe 
| unhappy relicks of. old Prejud*ces, nor preſent 
Jealouttes, ncr even furure Hopes, do binder us 
trom embracing the preſent of portunity «| (e- 
$ Ccutwg 
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curing to our ſelyes and.to our poſterity ſo great | 


2 Bleiting. 

The greateft part of what I have here faid I 
know you will rcadily afſent to, and thar it is 0n- 
ly the Law of the Teft, ( which you judge to be 
both righteous and neceflary ) that you would 
have ſtill maintained. Aud therefore ( referring 
my full Anſwer upon that head to its proper 
place ) I ſhall only here again pur you in mind 
that the King is our Soveraign, whole power goes 
far, both asto the beſtowing of Publick Imploy- 


ments, andalſoasto the continuing or teſtrain-. 


ing of our preſent Liberty at his pleaſure ; That 

it 15 to me unaccountable . how any . Proteſtant 

ſhould think the enjoyment of our preſent Liber- 
ty not to be more valuable than all our excluſive 

Laws; and thar, as I have above given a hint of 

my own ſenſe of all ſuch humane cautions , ſo 

I hope it will calily be madeappear , that there 

js neither that {ecurity in the Teſt nor danger in 

/ irs Repeal, which ſome Men, pretending in ſhew 

x. ro keeyup the Teſt againſt Roman Catholicks , but 

intending in reality to keep up the Pens! Laws a- 

* rainſt tare Dimes, would gladly have 

vru and other Strangers to belicye, ontheir bare 
aſſertion, 

Burt further yer, IT would again humbly be. 
ſcech you to obicrve, that it is not a ſimple Re. 
peal of Teſts and Penal Laws that his Majeſty pro- 

' poſes, bur really and principally che Eſtabliſh- 

| ment 
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1 ment of af equal and fair Liberty; which is the 
only Secular Advantage, as have alreddy ſaid, 

_ thattrue Religion requires. Men talk crdinarly 
M of the repcal of Teſts and penal Laws, as if that 
| were the only thing intended : And thereupon 
NS | their Mindsare immediately over clouded with 
as” thisprejudicez That the Proteſtant Religicn muſt 
need; be ibrreby diveſted of all Legal Security. Where- 

as on the other band, if they would take norice 
Y” | how carcful His Maje#y hath been in His firſt pro- 
N--! dlamation,, and in His Anſwer to the moſt of 
the Addreſſer , to declare himſelt for ſuch a juſt 
"mt { and ſecure Liberty of Conſcience as may for cyer (ct 
oy | usfree from perſecutions and Impoſitions, and 
"o how, in His late Proclamation of the T wenty 
” | ſeventh of April laſt, He publiſheth his Reſolutt 
on to ale his utmoſt endeayours 4 eſtabliſh Lis 
© berty of Conſcience on ſuch juſt and equal Foundati- 


I | © ons as well render it wnalterable, and ſeexre $0 all Pea- 4 
wand ple the free exerciſe of their Religion for ever; They ® 
"ut | rnightcaſily reit farisfied that the Proteftant Religs- 
'4- [on is to loſe none of the Security ſhe now enjoys, 
= by all that is intended , fave only the power of 


'pcrſecuting and Impoting upon others, which 
you your lelf do Condemn. 1 

be. It is true, you think the impoſing of Tefts upon. 5 - 
Re 1.1 perions in publick Imployments is no undue 't_ 
Impoſition. But whether it beſo or nor, and 2: 
iſh- | wherher the Law of the Teft be that great and in- *- 
dilpenſible Sceurity y, the Proteſtant Kelegion which 
2 ou 
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you cndeayour to make it ,-I ſhal: now go onto | 
conlider, And becauſe in effet nothing can be | 
added to what bath been fo fully laid , and often / 

repeated ; by others, on this Subject, 1 hall do 


i with all poſſible brevity. 


* Youſay then againſt the repeal of the Law of 
the Teſt , and other excluſive Laws, Firſt, Thas 
they contain no wnjuſt Severity. 2dly, That ſuch Laws 
are agreeable to the Right and Rules of all Kingdoms 
and Civil Societies, and are uſed in ail Chriſtian King- 
doms and Cominon- Wealths. And 3dly , That they 
ere the chief Securigy of the Proteltans Religion in 
theſe Kingdoms , and that the taking them away would 
expoſe both the Proteſtant Religion and #be People 
of theſe Kingdoms to Danger and Kin, my 

As to the firſt, whether the excluſive Laws 
containany unjuſt Severity I ſhal not much con- 
'rend. ft is known that within theſe tew Yeats 
we have had in Fngland Teſts of ſeveral Faſhions 


" and for diyers Perſwaſtons, and that ſome of 


them have been {o ſevere as ro throw Men not 
only out of publick Imployments, -bur our of 
their private Callings, and ſorodeprive them ol 
their Daily Bread. A Man may allo adventure t 
ſay. thac, all things duely weighed, Th»ſe pretend: 
proxs and political Teits have in our real Experienc« 
been more prejudicial r.» the rrue Intereſt ot Re 
ligion, and the-Peace and Welfare of thole Nat 
tions . than cycr their total Repcal can, in rh! 
molt {trained rational Conjecture; be _ rd 
cithc 


CUT 3 
nto | cirher of them. So ſtrange an] unaccountable 
n be | a thing is this humour of Teſlin 


fren / Bur ſeeing you ſeem to confine your (elf ts 
do | the Teft againſt Koman Catholicks appointed prin- 

cipally for the two Houſcs of Parliament, I ſhall 
w of | add more particularly; Firft, that according to 
That | what | have above touched,this appears to be bur 
aws | an extrancous unwarranted human Caution, and 
doms | that it may juſtly be thought ſtrange, thar, aticr 
ling-| Religion had through its own heavenly Power 
they | and Methods prevailed againſt all the humane 
Mn in} Laws, Councils, and other hinderances that ſtood 
ouldf in its way , Mcn ſhould relaps , from ſuch Di- - 
ople} vine Grounds of Confidence, to their own weak 
* { Contrivances, for its {ſupport and contmuance : 
aws! And further, that, however innocent you may 
CON- 


) now judge this InjunCtion to be , Take the Teſt 
cars) or quite all publick, Imployments ,, Yetl am fully al 
ſured, thar, If in the Primitive times a Prince or 


ONs 
ie off other Magiſtrate, turning Chriſtian, had, for the 
no} berrer Conſervation of his Religion, ſer forth an 


it of EdiCt to his {till pagan Subjects, commandingy 


them to Turn from vain Idols ts ſerve the Living an 
re rd ATruc God, orelſe to forſake all publick places and Truſts, * 
nd:-4 He would have been Condemacd for it by Chrilt- } 
enc4 and all his Apoſtles. 1 
Re Secondh, T bar the effefts of ſuch Excluficns in * 
Naj all times have been no berrer than 7% Caules, : 

a:1d that, inſtead of preſerving and :. Aring our 


CLILIC;... 


Keligion, they have only brov "7 into it hypo.” 
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critical an] falſe Converts, or ptoyoked thoſe | v®! 
that were rejeted roa more froward Obſtina- | PF 

F, and wotle Pradtices, who otherwiſe might | P* 
have been gained by Gentleneſs and Petjence, which | Jl 
arethe genuine M:chods of true Chriftienity, © . | PE 

, And Thirdly, That thoſe who by Birth right | V! 
| haye a real Title to all the Honours and privi- | 
ledges of. Peerage, And even all Men, Who, | i" 

- upon the like ground , do naturally judge that \f0 
they have at leaſt an equal right of acceſs ro pla- }® 
ces and preferments in the Socities whereof they IC 
are M:mbers with others of their Degree and Qua. |© 
lity, will never be perſwaded to think that there |! 
. . 1510 weſt Sev-rity in thoſe excluding Laws which |* 
© deprive them cicher-of their acknowledged pri- 

viledge , or no lefs valuable pretenfions, And 

kj  fince yo! are pleaſed to tell us, That it is their 
Mt Highneſl:s Judgmear » That no men ſhould be ill uſ- 
'' -ed becauſe be differs from the publick and Eftabliſhed 
1 - Religion, I queſtion a little how you can reconcile 
%- the depoſing of Peers, and civil Excommunication of 
VI -all ochers , (which I am ſure isno good ulage ) 
F for not taking the Te#, to (o true arid honeſt a 
F*7udgment. Ic is calie for men who have either 
got themſelves into publick places or got above 
* the delire of fuch places, by a true Chriſtian Morti- 
fication, 1 ,.\ay with you , That it is but a ſmall, if 
indeed ail Advantage to havo a ſhare in the Govern- 
ment- Bur, on the other hand, If it be con{ider- 
ed that, As hundreds of Freemen can willingly 
| conhne 


ch 
he 
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confine themſelves tothe narrow corner of a pri- 
[le | vate Houfe, who'yer could not endure to be ims 
12- } priſoned in a Palace, So it is the Excluſion, ef+ 
he | pecially when lookt upon as Cauleleſsand Un- 


zuſt, chat, in this Caſe is really grievous. | am 
periwaded no impartiat man will undertake to 
vindicate the Laws that cnatted it from a great 
meaſure of Severity. And thisI fay from fo dil- 


| interefled and fo unbyafled a Jucgment, that 


for my own part, I finccrely proteſt that I am nor 
only well content with my prefent Condition, bur 
C if ir might m = fort facilitate his Majefties 
Chriſtian defign of Liberty ) I would alſo readi- 
ly conlent that all Diſfenters and my (clt amongſt _ 
the reſt,ſhould be made incapable of all che more: 


tempring publick Imployments for cyer. 


But for juſtifying of theſe excluſive Laws, you- 
y in the {econd place, That they ars agreeable to 
the Rights and Rnles of all Kingdoms , and Clvil Socie- 
ties, to whomi it ways never denyed 10 makg Laws for 

beir own ſafty,& for that end to preſcribe the Conditions 
and Qualities that they judge neceſſary for all that ſhall 
bear puDlick Imployments. Now that all Governours 

may and ought to make rational and jults Laws 
for their ſafety , and for the due conterring of 
heir publick Imployments , is in ray mind to 
little ro be doubre&, that it needed not art all to 
ave been mentioned. The only Speculation pro- 


watrrantable 


per for our caſc is, Fhether Theſe Excluſive Laws . © 
2pon the acconnt of difference in Religion , be cither 


| P ERS | 
watrantable or profitzble. And ſeeing that I 


have already *rold you that they not only in- | 


croach upon Mens natural and civil Rights and 
Libertics, the principal Ends of Governmear, 
but doalſo in ſome fort bring a conſtraint upon 
the Profeſſion of the Truch, which ought to be 
moſt free, and which the Apoſtle expreſsly will 
have toftand not in the Wiſdom of Man ( (uch as Penal 
Laws and Teſts arc) but in the Power fo God , Or in 
the ſame ſpiritual and heavenly means whereby 
ic was firſt eſtabliſhed and is undoubtedly belt 
preicrved, I ſhall not trouble you with Repctiri- 
ons. Þ {ce you add that ſuch Laws haye alſo been 
and are uſed in all Chriſtian Kingdoms and 

Common: Wealths: and you might-as rrucly 
have ſubjoyned, That cven Proteftants, when pre- 
valent do by their praftices jnſtific Roman Catho- 
licks in that very point. for which they + condemn 
them in their Diſcourſes. Burt tho I confeſs that 
there is nothing more natural than for Men to 
be anxiouſly carctul to preſerve what they eſteem 
and in this their anxicty ro judge their own way 
the beſt,eſpecially when either Paſſion or Self in- 
xereſt enter into che Deliberation; Yet confide- 
ring the Experiznce we have had of rhe fruicful- 
neſs of theſe Excluſions , and .that there is no- 
rhing more becoming Men, profeſling to be aſ- 
ſared, that their Religion 1s Chriſts true Rel:- 


| gin, than toreſt upon the ſame Methods for its 


conicryation which he, who had the choice of 
| all, 
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all, thought only fit to make utc of for its pro- 
pagation ; and conſidering alſo that it hath pleaſ- 
| ed GOD ſo toorder things, that his Majeſty 
C the Kead and Fountain of the Government) 
is of a different perſwaſion from the main Body - 
of the People, and fo might juſtly turn all this : 
your rea(Hing againſt us; I can ſcarce forbear 
to wonder that Men ſhould retuſethe fair Equa- 
lity which he propoſecth. Had it bcen the Di- 
vine Will that his Majeſty and his People had 
agreed in the ſame Profeſſion, it is more than 
probablc, that, whatever mipit have bcen his 
Majeſty's Indulgcat diſpoſition the preſent Que!- 
tion would not have been moved. But fince this 
is not our caſe, and that the Kingdom and Go- 
yernment are certainly in his Hands, I mult 
crave leave to ſay that your Arguments from the 
Rights and Cuſtoms, and from the providenct- 
al Councils ct all Governments, makes more 
againſt vou than for you ; and thatl am very 
inclinable to belicye that it the Soverzign power 
were as much Roman Catholick in vour Provinces 
as it is with us, it woukl produce {uitable EffeRs. 
And rheretore fince your Argument rater cora- 
mends his Majeſties gracious Condeticention than 
any way impugns his Deſign, I cannot but wilh 
that, in a marter in it felt to indifferent, ir may 
accordingly pe: {wade all Men to a juit complt- 
ance. 


1 Gat + 
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that which you can hardly bear, and that the; R 
force of all your Reaſonings lyes in the third! ,, 
Point, viz. That theſe Exclufve Laws are the chief! pl 
Security of the Proteſtam Religion , and that the ; | 
taking them away*vould expoſe the Proteſtant Reli- ,, 
gion, and the People of theſe Ringdoms , to Danget y, 
and Ruine , I ſhall how proceed to cyamine more R 
cloſely what you are pleaſed ro ſay upon it: Not , 
doutbing, in the mcan while, bur we arc fully, 
agreed that the truc aud principal Security © 
the Proteſtant Religion conlfiſts in its being, the 11/1 
movable Truth of God, which it well laid tþ 
Heart would contribute more to 1:s prelervatio 
than all the T:#s and Penal Laws inche World ; 
'F! And intrcating you ſtill ro remember that it i 
| not a bare R*pcal of Penal Laws wn Teſts that hig 
f 


Miajety deſigns, bur the (ure and firm Eft. bliſh- ; 
racur of Libcrty, ( the oaly {ecular Advantage, az x 
I bave often (aid , rhat Gods Truth requires} ; 
Which it rightly underſtood , and it a juſt di4 
ſtin4ion were made berween the free Enjoy ment } 
of Civil Rigins ( the proper Objett and End of 
Gorcromentand that Liberty of Conſcience 1n mat} x 
ris of 12ion over which God has reſerved tif | 
himſeli the incoramunicable Right , would} , 
qaicl-lv bring tae World to the bappieſt Statq | 
INAt it Call CvVir attain to. Theie things, I fay4 . 
being premifd,, I proceed to obſerve what, you | 
MY lor milking out vour Atlertion, viz. That | 
: | 


Saw 
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tthe Roman Catholicks into both Houſes of Parliament 

It'd and all other publick Imployments; That in theſe Im- 
chief ployments they weuld not azree with Proteſtants; Eut 
t the that becauſe of their emtrary Principles , Fealouſies 
Relts would ariſe , which bis Majcſty world not be able t» 
angen repreſs ; And that there is a great difference between 
nore Roman Catholicks and Pruteſtants, breauſe the 


No former Ex:]ude, Stpreſs and Perſecute. where ever they 
ully can doit lafel; » And if they were admitted into Truſts, 
V Of hey would not only favour their own Religion, as all 
liif Aen in Power do, but but it would be eaſie for the King 
d UF 20 refit them, becauſe they would preſs him in point of 
LON Conſctence, and that then Pr. teſtan's would want all 
rId 4 Swpport of Law, Encourigemnt from the Mapiſtrate: . 


y This way of Reafoning, {fo manifeſtly pro- 
t his ceeding trom an over anxious Jealoufie, muſts 
liſh needs be ſo much the lets Satisfactory, -in 
*,2J that ir is obviousro all Men how much that cro{s 
res # and troward Humour is diſpoled ro convert ti:e 
t di} moſt proper Antidotes for its Cutrc, into the 
ant Nouriſhment of its MaJadv. 
d Of Burmore particularly, Firft, It is evident that 
nat} rhe ſtrengrh of all obj:cted, rho in foitcr E<pret- 
f10ns, Is That this deſign of Liberty is en!y protenlea 
ould an4 carried on for the better ad/v 1mcement of Popeye Bur, 
ratq feeing his Majeſty hath in this marter declaioc the 
lay uprighinels of his Intentions with the clearc it and 
oy moſt forcible Expreflions, delivered with ail ti:e 
binding Circumſtances ot a full Aflurance, which 
from a Prince of his Yeracity and Firmnels mav 
D2 be 
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be ſufricient ro convince the moſt Incredulous , 


and allo confirmed the Sincerity ot his Purpoſe | 
by the evidence of things incapable of any con- / 
ſiſtency with the Deſign tulpetted , whar place | 


can be found for ſo improbable a Supgeſtion 2 
For ir being undenyably evident co all conf1der- 
ing Men that the plain contrary Merhods ro what 
his Majefty nov? praiſes had been the molt direCt 
and effettual Ones for the introducing of Popery ; 


and tharthe preſiing and carrying on the Exccu- | 


tion of Penal Laws, bcgun to his Hand , might 
in all humane appcarance have broken and un- | 
done thr party which has in all times been judg- 
ed remoteſt tromy and moſt Oppoſite and Zeal- 
ous againſt Popery, and fo have letr that other | 
Party , the Church of England , ( who after the | 
acting of ſuch an unchriſtian perſecution , would 
never have been ſtrong enough, nor have had the 
Hearrs to indure ilic like, and whoſe {cquacious | 
Temper in mattcrs of Religion, falling in with 
the Intereſt of their Livings and Digniues, may 
avandantly be {cen in our Records ) ro be the 
only iccnic Deiencers of Proteſiaxcy, already more 
wan bal ruined, Ouglit not his Maj:ftizes Mode. 
rate and Generous Deportment ſo contrary to | 
thole Methods for ever tree Him trom {o foul a 
Suiption? Thisreal and moſt feaſible Demon} 
ſration of his Majeftzes Truth and Sincerity is {o | 
much the more to be tegarded,inthat it is known) 
how His entry info the Government was fortifi-| 
ca 


my 


. 
| * 


us, | cd with the ſuppreſſing ot InfurreQions; which 
pole | not oply might have rendered His p wer more 
:on- / terrible, and provok'd Him to preater Severities, 
lace | but alſo might have becn made ule of ro have in- 
on2 , volved one way or other (no new thing in the 
der- | World ) a great part of the Diſſenters inthe Fate 
;hat | and Ruine of thole broken par ies. 
ret } Bur, Second!y, although you lay,There is agreat 
ery ; | difference betwixt Koman Catbulick: ani Proteſtants in 
*cu- | the buſineſs of Verſectttion , Yet 11 the prelent Con. * 
'ght | troverſie, I mult beg leave of you , and all Pro- 
un- | zeſtants, co ſay that this comes ili from thoſe «| 
1dg- | the Church of England, whoſc Exc laſftons, Suppref- 
cal- | ſions and Perlecutions, (to ule your own terms) 
ther | all things conſidered, are in the Judgment of 
the ) many ſober People more Unchriſtian / tho 
uld | perhaps not fo Severe ) than any of thoſe deplo- 
the ; rable Inſtances which —_ in many places a- 
ious ! broad this Day before aur Eye Ir is true that 
vith | Strangers, having caftcr + open. iy to know 
nay | the DoQrire ot the Church of England , avreceing 
teſ w ith that of the beſt Protefants, than 10 obſer ve 
ore | rheir dealings with her Diflenting Brethren for 
Xie the rejoEting 'of her Ceremonies. can ſcarce think 
y to it poſſible that this Dificrence ſhould rave pro- 
ul af duced ſo Violent a perſecut! ON; elpectally age nt 
011} ſuch - ys ary pee before had « d: one them tic 
5/0; greateſt Service, in contributing ;for earlily OTC 
nl means of their Reſtitution. And Ki If is true allo 
tih-| thatiom2 oft! ar Com: rmunion, civecially in your 
cd and 


% 
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Parts, ( asapyears by rei late Prints) do en- 
d-avaur t Apo'ogize tor their former Rigours 
al Cruzirics, purcly by exclaiming again(t Per- 
ſecuion, an! partly by | 197-ſting tat the late 
- VT: 1 $ n'e1 mort. Dl uters were {ct on Foot 

ra Prnh party and D2{13n at Courc, on purp »e 
rt ir Namb:r ant re nd: r them more 
u 31.41, rhat fo t'he Pelizm nt might have been 
C11 ram | ro gran! a general [leration wherein 
the Romen Cathaliche might be included ; The 
great D-'{1g1 of this My: tery. Bur the firſt of 
ty 01e EXC. (esb:ing now too late, and the other 
being falle, and vitthly affeted ; | cannot but 
ſill with that this theic exraorlina! y Z:al tor 
the Exclui on ot Roman Carhvlicks be not a meer 
eff: of cheir ich atier their former Power and 
Prattice of perlecuting Proteſtant Dyſſenters ; and 
wi hal that the Remembrance of our late Sut- 
ferings muy pur Prot ants a 
licks 1n min. of their Failings, ro the end that all 
Partizs may h2com: more ſober and averle ro 
all minner of Pectcc ion tor cvcr. 

Tvhirdl:, S22ing vau lay the greateſt ſtreſs ot 
vour Ar aut nn. na the bazard that you pre- 


ten | lies i 1! } rhe mal 19 of leom 21 Cath rlicks CaP- 


a\i* of, and gtving them Entry into put Mick Im- 
pines, 1nd purticularly torake places in boti 
H wvirs » f * Purliamcr, [ i1rreac you to obſerve 
oh i b evi: fo S!c 111 f. }! Toh of tact, that Roman Ca- 
rbolicks as alrcady in many Publict 
NICnt $ 
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$5 well as Roman Catho- * 
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ments, and that thoſe Imployments will alwarsg 
depend, as thcy have ever cCeperded , upon the 
plealure of the Prince Regnant : So that contider- 
ing how it is with os atthis prelert, any Man 
that is poſſeſſed with this Fear cvght rather to re- 
joyce then ro be grieved at the Majeftie*s Celig 
of Liberty : Becauſe it p/ainly carrics a K<lict a- 
oainſt this Apprehenſion,ty c penirg a Dux t to 
Diſſenting Proteſtants allo to er:ter into ſuch Im- 
ployments, who are nct forsard ro*do it while 
the reſtrainirg Laws, that lic upon them allo, 
remain in force. And as 1s Maj jty bath altcady 
begun to ſhew his Equality in corterrirg « t pub- 
licks Imployments as well on DP ſenters as 0m: ho» 
man Catholics , the takirg away of thoſe Laws 
will certainiy induce H:m to a yct greater Free 
Jom i2 that particular. Whereas on the con- 
trary , it is more than protablethat the retuſing 
rogratihc Him in that Repral, may, inſicad cf 
hindering Roman Cacholicks to be turther imploy- 
ed in publick Truſts, rather provoke Him by 
the dilobligaricn to intend the thing more vig9- 
rouſly ; and alfv irritate that whole par'y. © who 
mult nceds look upcn this Deyal tor the pre- 
ſent as a T hreatning for the fnature) to more cx, 
traordinary and worle Courlrs, And as to what 
's commonly ſaid, that the keeping uv of the 
Teſt will at Icaſt bea Bar to many,who «© rtherwile 
might be tempred to turn by the Bair of 2 good 
Imployment, as alio that it will bc fome Re- 
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»fraint upon ſuch as are advanced , and make 
them aft moderately; 1 muſt crave leave 
to ſay thac the contrary is to me farr more 
probable : For wholoceycr can be ſupp: ſed cap- 
able roturi fora place, will certa nly time his 
turn, fo as that it may have moſt of Merit : 
and con! equently will rather {eck torecommend 
hmſelt by trank reliance upon the Kings Decla- 
ration for Liverry ; than coming in ſn eakingly 
afterwards under the Security of the dcfired Re- 
peal , Eſpecially when it cannot be doubted, bur 
that, both by the Fundamental Laws of Govern- 
men, and alſo by the force of his Majeſtic's Pre-! 
rogative, from which no Succeflor will willingly 
derogate, thoſe that are or ſhall be imployed 
arc in a'l Events ſecured ; And that art leaſt it is 
incontiovertibly as ſafe for a Mar to accept of a 
publick Imployment as to go to a Conventicle, 
Fourthly , The moſt materi2! Confi4 ration 
en this point ſcems tobe much by you neglected, 
Viz. Thit we are not in the con lition of en abſolute free 
choice, but under the limited offer of a _ alterna- 
tive, I mean , Eithey that the preſent Liberty (hall be 
edninacd on condition that the reſtraints of T clts be al- 
ſo taken rf from Roman Cartholicks ; or elſe , if this 
be dnye4 , that the other ſhall at legſt become mare pre« 
cariors, Now, whetr cr a truc Prot: fant, hayc- 
ing the fear of GOD ( as a3 YOu expreſs it) in 1s 
ConinmEAure.and in a juſt yiew of all our Cir- 
cunmtances, may not yery aliowably think hy + 
*' rac 
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(33) hy 
the free Liberty of the Goſpel ( as being GODS 
way ) is more yaluable, asto the Intereſt of the 


| Proteftam Religion , than the exclulion of a jw 


Roman” Catholicks from havirg place in parlia- 
ment , ( fer to this narrow Compals we {cc it 
plainly brought ) which is but Mai/s way; and 
whetjier this laſt may rot well be conjentedto, 
for the cſtabliſking cf the firit. let a'l Impart'al 


» Men judge. You tell ug that If the Pretei-anc 


Diſflemers ſhewld , wpen this account, be deprived of 
their Liberty, the Reman Catholicks ore only 18 
Blamwyor it, Who, rather than ke 1cſtrained 
frem havirg a ſhare in the Guverrment, do 
chuſe to bave bcth themſelves and the Protiftart 
Difſenters ly fill under the weight of the Penal 
Laws. Pur if the propctal made to the Diſlen- 
rets te fair, and their complyarce not fintul , 
you muſt of neceflity grant that for them to te 
diſpoſleſied of their Liberry(the great corcern of 
their Souls, and the beſt Mcthced ct ſupporting 
truc Religicn ) is but pcor!y tepaircd , by rell- 
ing them that R-man Catbolrcksare to blame tor it, 
Fifthly.. Your frequent ſuppolinp.That the Ro- 
man Catholicks will be fti!l atten pg to overturn 
#be proteſtant Religicn , end difiurb the Kung doms 
Peace . and that they will get into all fizces of Trutt , 
and preſs the King in conſcieree, and give him no reſt un- 
#:ll they accompliſh their Deſigns ;, ax pear to me tO be 
too maniteſt improyements ci a melancholy jca- 
louſie. For, as hath bcen often faid , it isnet 2 | 
« krople | 
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Imple Repeal of Prnel Laws and Teſts, but the E| p 
fablibhmcnrof an equal Liberty , wherety the] x| 
Procejior? as wei as the Kkoman Catholick ma he! n 
xecured againſt all perſecution, that his Maj-ſly] q 
defigns. $0 that it is not p. thble that you ſhould] 
34d je cheRepeal of the Teſt ro be the Licenſing] ,, 
of Kemy+ Catholickgtoattempr the ruin of the Pro+| q 
8;ft-»nt Keligion, unle(s von think that the Proteſt ans 
Religion can never by Law be ſecured againſt they 
a:rempts of others , if it be not atthe ſame time] p 
armed with a power to petſecure them. tl 

Sixthly , You tcll us, That Koman Catholicks #rel © 
wot ſhut out among ft you from Miltary Imployments, and|p 
that it hed been bard to have done it; both becauſe of the| 
good Services they did \ ou in the Wars for defence of your | ; 
Liberty deſerved that Kecompence; & becauſe their nun + p 
ber being but few, anv mcozv-niency ary fing from their |b 
edmiſfion might eaſily be prevented. Now by this you |#| 
plainly acknowledge rhar this whole matter js|r 
fubject to a Rational Dcliberaticn, and is to beg 
determined by the weighing the Convenicncies |: 
& Inconveniencics that attend ſuch an Admiffi- Jr 
on or Exclufton, without entering into any deeper [t 

; refleftion, about the Lawtulncis or Unlawtulneſs 
| thereof, And further, I muſt rell you that his} 


Majeſty has not only the ſame Conſiderations 
that you mention to move him in Favour ot his 
Roman C atholick Sub jc&ts, bur, all things conſider- 
ed, I think it may very well be aſſerted that the 
admitting of Roman Catholicky with you to Milica- Þ 


(35 2 : 
eElr Imploymenes is m:1ch more unneceſſary.that 
the| che admittingof them with ns to place i1 Portia 

be] ment ( upon the Coni;tions declared ) can be 
Aly] dangerous; and chat it the A-lventure be on this 
wid} fide more hazardous , yet it is compenſated with 
ſing] eonterbatencing Advantages, tha: render it much 
Pro-| more excuſable than your unneceſlary. pratiice. 
Sev-nthly, | ho youare plealed according to 
the[you ordina: y pru:lence and M drration to pros 
ume] poſe your Fears with much Modeſly , yer otherg 
thereare in your parts, as well az b-re who ſprak 
r #&re[ o11t the Devices of their own lmaginarions m..re 
and plainly, and tell us,That if rye T eſt w-re taken a 


ar iament , of ſuch a Temper 4s would abſolutely for= 
their | bid the Exerciſe of the Proteſtant Religion , Revive 
you [the 44 De © omburendo and mak» jet greater Alte= 
"r is rations in the Governmem. But how vain ant 
0 befgroundleſs, to fay no worle , theſe Apprehen- 
Icics [f10ns are may appea! by what his Maj jty hath al- 
1iAh- [ready done in putting a ſtop ro cur late periceu- 


eper [tion ; which in the opinion ot many might have , 


Ineſs karricd on that chanzc in Religion more «ftcct- 

his þally ( becauſe more eaſily and inſenfibly ) than 
ions the AR De Comburendo , and all the Fires that it 
t his kindled. Beſides. whatever be the ſecurity that 
ider- Mcn aſcribeito thele excluding Laws , it is only 
- the from the torcethey have as Acts of parliament, 
lica- Fat it arilcs by then ſhoutd nor the lame 
E 2 force 


f the |way, his Majeſty might by a new Creation of Peers, * 
you | and by bold Returns into the Howſe of Commons, get @ ' 
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torce of Law as well lecure the Protefant Religion) 
in its juſt Liberty, without the power of perſecut- 
jag, a5 nw us thought todo with it? And 
as forthe Facility the King may have to fill both 
Houſes with Roman Catholicks, whea the Teſt ſhall 
be abrogated, Wity may he not as well firit fill 
chem in that manner, and abrogate it afterwards 
For it is jadged bv many to be no leis than 
Fundamenral in our Government , that Kin 
Call, with tne peoples Choice , 'and the Lor 
and Commons all:mbling thereup>n, with hi 
Majzjties Approbation, are all the Eil:ntials of 
y *parliamen: ; and that no parliament can ſo pre 
Th ge and i;mit another by any AX or Oath 
q t cannot at as a parliament unti] it fti 
- > comply thcrewithall. If (ach a power ot Limi 
® "tation were admitted , One parliament migh 
byan Oath framed for rhe purpole, rettrain,wea 

+ ken,” and eycn niake void the power of all ſuc 
"ceedang parliaments for ever. Solong indeed a 
Oaths and Teſte avp ined by Aﬀts of parliamen 
G0 {tai unreprated , they are undowbredi 
EnMog Fur to think that one parliament ca 
{o bind 17 an! preicribe Rules to another, that 
Fo it inay repeal the very -AQt fo binding an( 
preicriÞ1ng. yer it hath no power to do {o till firl 
i jubm:r 'r felt by Oath unto the Rules preſcrit 
&! (ani then peroute it felt By the Repeal) 1s a 
Abiardity agauuft the very Eflence of paring 


101:t, 
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.n either (ide, ( eipecially when all things concur 


i - tics, that are capabic to underſtand thei 


- doth ſcarce at all depend on either Penal Laws or 
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Bur Taftly, As matters ought not to be ſtraine@ 


-1n his Majeies part to perſwade to a fair and 
ight underſtanding, 1n order to the eſtabliſhin 

of Peace , ſecuring of Right and Property, an 

15 parting an end to our ſo unnatural and un- 
chriſtian Perſecutiuns) So it cannot be doubred 
by any diſccrning pe#ſon, that the preſent Secu- 
rity of the Proteſt :nt Religion 19 theſe Kingdoms 


7-ts, but principally on his Majfties Wildonm.. | 
and Moieration, on the Conſtitution of our God. 
vcrament, and on thoſe juſt Arguments for waltes 
tual Forhcarance, which our preſen N 
ſtances do forcibly ſuggeſt to all Men, olal 


te:eſt, and have nor v holly abandonee #3, | 
of ir. Sceing therefore that ir remains 8” 7 
from what hath been ſaid, thar all theſes 
ſive Laws upon account of Religion , hay, | 
Legal they may be called. are no ways Evaligeli- , 
cal; and that though they may have been at 
krſt piouſly intended for the Conſeryation of Re- 
ligion, and for the publick ſafety, vet in the event | 
they haye always proved unprofitable and un- - 
politick ; And ſeeing alſo that all the J-alouſtes | 
{o induſtrioully raiſed to obſtruft his Ma ite 
preſent Deſign of Liberty are {ufficiently remoy- 
ed, not only by the aſlurance of his Royal Word, 
and the manitc{t engagement of his Honour, b 
. F 
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by the demonitrative 6 that Tyes in the 
circumſtances of things them(ſ"lves;; | cannor biir 
hearrily wiſh chat all Men , and above all their 
Fiigmeſies, way give their effkcual concutrence 


as you fay,! very natural for all perſons in power 
co favotzthole of their own,Religion, 8 this in m 
Opinion? ought to oblige tis ro make the faire 


ollgſc that arc of his. Buc ic muſt alſo be ac- 
rabacdoged that it isa very extraordinary, and 
ESE nobic and generous Ditpoſition, in his 
SD be (o gentle and indulgent to thoſe 
5J<aw that arc of a difterent Religion 
Andthat ought to beget in usan in+ 
Wdence in what he promiles, and per- 
ehis Subj:fts, of what Profeflion focver, 
* ured both of a fi: m Support in the de- 
ge of Liberty, and of a favourable pro- 
n his Majeſties Authotitv. 
my former LetrtersI adventured to inſinuate 
to my Friend how much Þ judged their High- 
nefles ©þliged, as well by their own intereſt and 
that of the Proteſtunt Religion, as by their Relati- 
on to his Majrſty, tro comply with him in chis 
 Afair.But that being a Subj: & roo high and too 
. delicate tor me to incage any further i, I will not 
now pteſume to add any thing turther upon it. 
 'My Lord. baving thus faithfully repreſented 
*0.you ſuch thoughtsas haye occur'd tomy mind 
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tologood and greatra Work. Iris as I confeſs, | 


onſttution of what his Maj-ſty doth in behalf 
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-tages above mentioned. But, in my humble O- 


| Parliamentary Ratification, .to the vindi 


- I the J-alouſtes and Fears, in ſuch high ana hit; 


{the3h, 1688, 
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$pon the peruſal of your Letter, T judge it not 
neediul nor decent for me to enter into further 
articulars z As how this Libercy m1y be cſta- 
liſhed, to all the Intents and withal the Adyan- 


pinion, his Msj ties Proclamations of the fourth of 
April 1687. And of the twenty fourth of. / drif 
laſt, are a very excelicut Foundation for at' 
Work ; which | wiſh were compleated Fo 


of the Divine Right of Religion and Con(# 


from all Human Impoſitions, the configag* 
ou: Peace, and the Advancement of _"W= 
Glory, and the Kiugdoms Proſperiry. It****; 


doubt a great Undertaking to off:r to larigy,..... 


matters , may ariſe from the conflid of ſo var" 
ous Intereſts as are- concerned therein. Burtthe + + 
ſmall Eflay thar I have.made , bei or 
involuntary, and ſuch as your Lordſbip F. 

2 manner extorted from me, I hope thoſe Con- 
{iderations will be accepted as a juſt Apology for 
my having thusfar purſued it in all Sincericy., 
And for the fu ure tho I am firmly reſolved to 
meddle no more in ſuch Debates, Yet fhal al- 
ways remain, as] acknowledg2 my ſclt to be in- 
diſpenſibly obliged, 

My Lord, : 
Edinburgh, May Tour Lordſhips moſt Humble & molt. * 
Obedient Servant, Jaracs Stewatts + 
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